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The MISSION of the
Cleveland Tenants
Organization
is to preserve and
expand the supply of
safe, decent, fair,
affordable, and
accessible rental
housing in Greater
Cleveland.
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Alllance of Cleveland HUD

Te

& CTO Host Tenant Conferer

by Randy Cunningham
On Saturday, October 6, 2007, the Alliance of Cleveland H.U.D. Tenants (ACT) helesitsbal

tenant conference in collaboration with the Cleveland Tenants Organization (CTO) at the Holiday Innj

Lakeside Hotel Downtown. Nearly 150 tenant leaders from around the state attended the event to
learn more about rental housing rights and tenant advocacy efforts.

The conference was the fifth held since ACT was formed in 1997. ACT is a teoantolled alliance
comprised of 15 tenant organizations located in privatiyned multifamily HUBassisted housing units
throughout Cleveland. The alliance represents thousands oifieame tenants working together to
preserve affordable housing, protect tenant's rights, and promote tenant ownership and control.

The alliance began the conferences as a way
about the significance of the event, Barbara Powers, ACT Chairperson, stated,

0ltds all about tenant empowerment. The wor
that tenants are made aware that they do have

During the opening session, participants were greeted by guest speakers State Representative M
Skindell (District 13), City of Lakewood Mayor Tom George and Phil Star, Director of the Center for
Neighborhood Development at the Maxine Goodmagsa
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Levin College of Urban Affairs at Cleveland State
University and board member of CTO.

Two rounds of educational workshops were
offered throughout the day on practical and
engaging topics including understanding HUD
regulations; protecting your family against indoor
environmental hazards; tips for working with
elected officials; how to organize a rent strike; and
resources for older adults. Guest panelists from
around the country as well as local experts,
including Doug Shelby from the U.S. Department

HUD and Lisa Hammond from the U.S. EPA joined

the sessions to share thefcontinued on page 2) Above: Guest panelists help educate tenants

about their rights at the tenant conference.

Got a Question about Your Rental Rights

A housing counselor from the Cleveland Tenants Organization is available
to answer questions about rental housing rights and responsibilities
according to Ohio Landlord’ enant Law
Wednesday Evenings
5:30 to 7:30pm
at the Lakewood Christian Service Center
1412 Marlowe Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107




